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the first year,and 181 in the last year of his tenure of office. Amiong
the stutdents who attended these lectures, Dr. Williams recalls many
names now well known; among others, Dr. C. J. Hare, now President
ofthe Metropolitan Counties Branch of the British Medical Association;
the late Dr. E. A. Parkes, F.R.S., Dr. W. C. Williamson, F.R.S., the
well known geologist; Dr. J. C. Bucknill, F. R.S.; Mr. John Marshall,
F.R.S., now President of the College of Surgeons; Dr. E. H. Sieve-
king; Dr. A. B. Garrod, F.R.S.; the late Mr. Clover; Dr. J. Russell
Reynolds, F.R.S.; Dr. Graily Hewitt; and Mr. J. Samnpson Gamgee.
Another pupil who earned Dr. Williams's good opinion was Dr.
Alexander Henry, who has for many years acted as subeditor of this
JOURNAL. Speaking of Sir John Rose Cormack, who at one time
edited the Provincial Medical Journal, Dr. Williamns takes occasion to
write as follows: "One of the modes in which I gave him efficient aid
was by introducing to him as assistant liy former diligent pupil and
clinical assistant, Dr. Alexander Henry, whose unflagging intelligence
and industry has been ever since most serviceable in co-operating in
the publication of the BRITISH MEDICAI, JOURNAL, now become a
gigantic national institution, under the able editorship of Mr. Ernest
Hart."

[To be continued.]

A YEAR-BOOK OF THERAPEUTICS FOR 1883. Edited by ROYAL W.
AMIDON, M.D. London and New York: G. P. Putnam's Sonls.
1884.

IN a work of about 250 pages, the editor endeavours to give some
account of the progress made in pharmacology and therapeutics duriing
the year 1883. In his introductory chapter or "General Review," he
pleads that there is really little to record. "Apparently," he says,
"there has been little of genuine value added to our knowledge by
workers in the field of experimental therapeutics. Scores of new
drugs have been forced on our attention; but the presentations have
been made, not by the painstaking experimenter, but by our some-
what too enterprising wholesale druggists, whose multifarious pharma-
ceutical preparations and shotgun formule are gradually pushing ex-
tempore prescribing and the doctor's individuality to the wall."
The editor refers at some length to the attempts which have been

made of late to improve the treatment of the phthisical; but the only
conclusion at which he arrives is, "that perhaps the internal ad-
ministration of arsenic, with tonics, stimulants, and good food, holds
out the greatest inducements." The value of corrosive sublimate in
intiseptic surgery is very fully discussed. In many cases, the papers
might have been condensed with advantage; for example, we find
nearly fifty pages devoted to a single research on iodoform. The
work, on the whole, has been fairly well done, but many valuable and
interesting papers hlave been unaccountably passed over. There is no
index of authors' names, so that it is not easy to find any particular
article which may be required ; but as vet we have met with no men-
tion of Dr. Warden's excellent paper on Abrus precatoriuts, nor with any
of Matthew Hay's recent contribution to phlarmacology.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
The Studenlt's Guide to Systematic Bota>ny, inclatdibg the Classifica-

tioi, of Plants and Descriptive Botany. By ROBERT BEN-TLEY, F.L.S.,
3M.R.C.S. Eng.-This is a valuable and compact little elementary
manual, concise in style, and published in a very convenient form for
the pocket. Its chief merit, however, is its authorship, since it is
written by a most distinguished botanist, already known as the author
of the larger Mantual of Botany-a text-book that has been popular
,among students for many years. The tltide inceludes a description of
all the natural orders required of the candidate for study by British
and Irish examining boards; and the characters of each order are de-
monstrated by excellent woodcuts, as well as by verbal descriptions.
It forms a supplement to the same author's Student's Guide to Struc-
tutral, M£orphological, and Physiological Botany, published last year.
On account of its style and authorship, it will be an agreeable and a
trustworthy guide to the amateur, as well as to the medical student
and practitioner.

Regional Surgery, intcluding Surgical Diagnosis: A 3Ianual for the
Use of Students. Palt II. The Upper Extremity and Thorax. By
F. A. SOUTHAM, M.A., M.B.Oxon., F.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon to
the Manchester Royal Infinrmary, Surgeon to the Clinical Hospital for
Women and Children (London: Churchill).-We had occasion to
speak favourably, a year since, of the first instalment of this work,
aud are gratified to find that the second part is in many respects

superior. The chapters on the hand are highly satisfactory; the re-
sults of paralysis of the different nerves of the brachial plexus are
admirably summarised ; and the notes on spasmodic affections, and the
local effects of gouty, rhleumatic, and allied disorders, will prove of
great service to the practitioner and( student. The chapters on in-
juries anld diseases of the thorax arc also of great value, as are those
portions of Regional Surgery whichl are devoted to affections of the
breast and nipple, although analytical and comparative summaries of
diseases of the mammary glands are already very familiar to readers of
surgical works. This second part has been prepared by Mr. Southanm
with the assistance of MAr. G. A. W5right, Assistant-Surgeon to
the Manchester Royal Infiirmary, an(l Surgeon to the Hospital
for Children, Pendlebury. The third and last volume of Regional
Surgery will include injuries and diseases of the abdomen and lower
extremity; and it is to be hoped that it will be issued as soon as pos-
sible, as perhaps the only defect in this valuable publication is the fact
that it is dealt out piecemeal to the medical public. When complete,
it will be a standard work of reference of the highest merit and utility.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERLY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

COXETER'S OBSTETRIC VADE-MECUIM.
MESSRS. COXETER, of Grafton Street East, have produced a very handy
bag, called the "Obstetric Vade Mecum," designed especially for the
use of the general practitioner. It contains all requisites for ordinary
cases of midwifery and abortion. Instruments of a destructive cha-
racter, which are so seldom needed, and scarcely ever urgently re-

_-
quired, are omitted. The bag has been submitted by Dr. Charles
Read to various obstetric authorities, who have given it their ap-
proval Thew hole bag, complete, costs three guieas. Dr. Read, at
whose suggestion the bag has been arranged, seems to have thought
of everything which is now required in the labour-room. The com-
pact manner in which so many articles are fitted into one bag is
remarkable. The bag is the best of its kind we have seen.

SAVORY AND MOORE'S SOLIDIFIED LINIMENTS.
THE solidified liniments made by Messrs. Savory and Moore are cer-
tainly worthy of attention. They have many advantages over the
ordinary fluid preparations. They are more easily applied; they can
be carried about without difficulty ; they are less wasteiul ; there is no

necessity for an elaborate collection of bottles, brushes, and saucers;
and, above all, they cannot be taken in mistake for a medicine intended
for internal administration. We have tried them, and they have not
been found wanting. The cantharides liniment is certainly active,
raising a good blister very quickly. Applied to the chest and back, it
is most efficacious as a counter-irritant in cases of phthisis and bron-
chitis. The belladonna liniment produtces an effect which is curiously
persistent. We are inclined to think that it is not made in accord-
ance with the directions of the British Phactmacopa?ia, but that it
contains menthol, or some body having analogous properties. The
solidified liniments are certainly an improvement in pharmacy, and
d(serve a trial.


